Project Title:

South Carolina Linkage Program for Inmates
Applicant:

University of South Carolina Research Foundation
Project Goals:             1) to expand the current level of HIV testing performed in the detention   center by providing rapid testing to approximately 2,400 inmates; 

                                    2) to implement a brief linkage coordination intervention that will support  HIV positive inmates from the time they are diagnosed in the detention center through their linkage and retention in community-based care; 
                                                     3) to improve the knowledge of jail inmates about HIV/AIDS, substance abuse and high risk behaviors through weekly educational sessions.

Partners:
·       Correct Care Solutions (CCS)- medical providers at ASGDC

· Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center (ASGDC)

· Wright State University (WSU), Dayton, Ohio- local evaluators

· South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC)- performs the  confirmatory HIV test, RPR, Hepatitis C serology, HIV Viral load and CD4 counts on all preliminary positive  rapid tests performed by SPNS Staff at ASGDC
· South Carolina HIV/AIDS Council (SCHAC)- ASO that provides the testing counselor

· Lexington and Richland Drug Abuse Council (LRADAC)- provides a substance abuse counselor for group sessions at ASGDC
· Midlands Care Consortium Clinic (MCC)- Ryan White Part B funded clinic which serves a 8 county area in the midlands of SC. Most patients diagnosed at ASGDC will be in the MCC Catchment area and get referred for medical care to the MCC

Target Population: HIV+ male and female inmates are recruited from Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center (ASGDC). The Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center is a large adult detention facility in Columbia, South Carolina, and serves as the intake center for un-sentenced misdemeanor and/or felony detainees/inmates and as an incarceration facility for sentenced offenders. 
Each year Alvin S. Glenn Detention Center (ASGDC) books approximately 20,000 inmates. On a daily basis, the detention center houses 1200 inmates with approximately 35 currently living with HIV/AIDS. ASGDC houses on an average 35-40 inmates with HIV infection. The demographic makeup is 85% black, 15% white and <0.5% of other races; 90% male and 10% female.

Currently South Carolina ranks 9th in the nation for AIDS cases and  22,489 persons were diagnosed with HIV/AIDS between Feb 1986- Dec 2007.  Columbia, SC ranks 6th in rate of AIDS cases, with a 73% increase in the number of persons living with HIV from 1995-2006.

Description of Intervention:

The South Carolina Linkage Program for Inmates (SCLPI) is designed to address the core goals of identifying HIV-infected individuals in jails and promoting their participation in HIV primary care and other support services as they re-enter the community. To do so, rapid testing and a brief linkage coordination intervention that has been demonstrated in clinical trials to be effective in improving linkage with HIV primary care and substance abuse treatment have been implemented, as well as an educational program on HIV/AIDS and Substance Abuse. 
Theoretical Model /Framework: 

The South Carolina Linkage Coordination intervention in this project is adapted from two brief strengths-based case management interventions that have been shown to be effective at improving linkage with Primary HIV care and substance abuse treatment. The Center for Interventions, Treatment, and Addictions Research (CITAR), developed ARTAS Linkage Case Management (ALCM) for a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention clinical trial. ALCM was effective in improving linkage with medical care among newly diagnosed HIV positive individuals (Gardner, et al. 2005). As important, ALCM retained its effectiveness when implemented in real world settings such as health departments and community based organizations.
Lessons Learned: 
The SCLPI staff has learned that communication with and input from collaborative partners is essential to the success of the program. 
The SCLPI staff must respect the restrictions placed by jail administrators and staff so as not to disrupt the daily routine of the jail or compromise security.

An inmate’s main goal may not match that of the program. The program’s goal is linkage to medical care, whereas an inmate’s priorities might include safe, affordable housing, reestablishing relationships, substance abuse or finding a job.
Inmates tested without being offered incentives. The inmate acceptability rate for testing is 87.4% for males and 96% for females.
