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Cleveland Department of Public Health
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Setting: HIV+ adult male and female inmates in the Cuyahoga County Correctional Center (catchments area primarily greater Cleveland) are targeted.  Cleveland is one of the top 3 poorest cities in the nation and leads the state of Ohio in rates of HIV infection.  It is also heavily impacted by markedly high rates of substance abuse, mental illness, and homelessness.
Description of Intervention:



ATLAS: Assess, Test, Link- Achieve Success, is a novel demonstration program for identifying HIV+ clients in a jail setting as well as providing a jail-based case management program to (re) link clients with community based providers upon release. The ATLAS program has  four main components:  1) voluntary rapid HIV testing upon intake as well as available throughout incarceration; 2) strengths based case management in a jail setting;  3) education sessions covering topics such as HIV, STDs, Hepatitis, TB, and prevention; and 4)one on one risk reduction counseling for high risk HIV+ clients while in jail (Ask, Screen, Intervene).   
The goals of this program are:  1) identify HIV+ individuals who are incarcerated and unaware of their infection and engage them in care prior to release; 2) develop a sustainable and effective  jail-based case management program for both previously diagnosed and newly diagnosed HIV + inmates that provides a point of entry to community-based case managers, support services including mental health, substance abuse and housing programs; 3) to improve rates of “in-care” among clients in jail and post release; 4) to determine the utility and acceptability of jail-based case management; and 5) to determine structural and individual level barriers as well as structural and individual level facilitating factors and their association with HIV related health outcomes.

ATLAS is likely to be a successful program due to the: 1) high unmet needs of HIV+ inmates ; 2) collective experience and existing networks among the Greater Cleveland HIV care community ; 3) strong collaborative support from both the Correctional administration as well as Northeast Ohio HIV planning bodies; 4) a commitment to organizational planning and development in order to document the process and its outcomes; 5) likelihood that the intervention will be sustainable through the efforts of the investigators to engage the community throughout the project and garner support for its need.  

