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      ATLAS on Testing 
The testing program reached new heights this year. In 2009, a total of 2,899 tests were completed.  This is an increase of over 1,000 tests from the previous year! At the beginning of 2009, the recruitment strategies were refined to reach more inmates. Our tester, Serena Tinsley, presents to each intake pod every morning on the importance of testing. This has doubled the acceptance rate among inmates. Additionally, there has been an increase in the amount of personal requests made from inmates throughout the general population. Due to the increase in demand, we have reached out to medical students at Case Western Reserve University and have brought on student volunteers to assist with the testing program. The program has continued to partner with the Part C outreach team, which has allowed for even more opportunities for inmates to test within the jail. Overall, there were 10 inmates who tested positive, all of which were linked to care through the linkage case management program. 
ATLAS on Linkage Case Management
We have continued to enroll clients into the linkage case management program and since September 2008, we have enrolled 81 HIV positive inmates into the full evaluation program, 50 of which were enrolled in 2009.  Three clients completed the one year post-release follow up evaluation period and 13 clients completed the 6 month interview, which is a major milestone in our multi-site evaluation study. We had to say goodbye to our team member, Erin Greene who was accepted into graduate school, but were fortunate to welcome Amanda Michaud to the position in May.  Amanda and Corine Sinnette continue to provide jail based case management services and network with the HIV community to create strong linkages for our clients upon release from jail. The relationships developed in jail have carried into the community and have allowed for follow up interviews to be completed and quality data to be collected to evaluate the overall program. The Linkage program also had the opportunity to visit our colleagues in New York City in the Rikers Island jail system, to learn court advocacy techniques and share best practices. This was an invaluable experience which has enhanced our program. 
ATLAS on Prevention
This year, we have made significant progress on our Education/Prevention program. In February, we implemented a series of health education sessions for both male and female inmates. Topics covered include HIV 101, Sexually Transmitted Diseases 101, and Hepatitis/ Tuberculosis 101. In addition to the standard sessions we offer modified sessions to reach specific populations, such as Juvenile and Spanish speaking inmates. Another extension of our education program we began to offer a Health Literacy book club.  During these sessions we discuss the plot of a story and specific health topics that arise during the story. This past year we have read the following books:  The Things They Carried, A Gathering of Old Men, What Looks Like Crazy on an Ordinary day, Push, and a Separate Peace. For all education programs, we have reached nearly 500 inmates over the past year. Additionally, for those inmates that are HIV-positive we offer individual prevention counseling sessions. The health educator provides risk reduction education and works with the inmate to develop personal goals to reduce his or her risk of transmitting HIV and becoming infected with another STD. 
ATLAS on Mental Health and Substance Abuse Treatment
In September, 2009, Care Alliance received a grant from the National AIDS Fund to create a position within the ATLAS Program for a mental health and substance abuse counselor. The goal of the position is to provide jail based counseling services to HIV positive inmates who identify mental health and/or substance abuse needs and linkage to community based care. In November, 2009 Charlla Allen, a social worker, was hired.  Since coming on board, Charlla has provided counseling to eight (8) clients in the jail and has also met with one client in the community post release to ensure continuity of care before entry into a community counseling program. Individual service plans and diagnostic screening tools are utilized with clients to provide accurate and complete services. Follow up interviews will be conducted to collect data on the long term effectiveness of the program. 
ATLAS on Program Exposure
The ATLAS team has been active during this past year getting the word out about the program and networking within the community to ensure successful collaborations and continuity of care. Project Coordinator, Rachel Ciomcia attended the National HIV & Social Work Conference in New Orleans. There she presented a workshop with Helen Loewenthal, MSW,  from The Miriam Hospital in Providence, Rhode Island and Maureen Desabrais  M.Ed, LSW  from Baystate Medical Center in Springfield, MA, titled “Enhanced Linkage for HIV+ Jail Detainees Leaving the Correctional Setting”.  In November, the entire ATLAS team attended the Ohio AIDS Coalition Conference in Columbus, OH and presented two workshops. Corine Sinnette and Amanda Michaud presented, “Establishing Effective Helping Relationships: The Role of Case Management in the Jail Setting with HIV Positive Inmates”. Mary Garven and Serena Tinsley presented, “HIV/STD Prevention in the Jail Setting: The ATLAS Program”.  
ATLAS Plans in 2010!
· Continue recruiting and providing services to inmates for linkage case management, testing and health education. 
· Grow the mental health and substance abuse counseling program. 

· Begin evaluation of data collected to obtain outcome measures and start dissemination of outcomes. 
For more information contact: Rachel Ciomcia, Project Coordinator (216)781-6228 x425
 rciomcia@carealliance.org


